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NECESSITY,  &c. 

S  I  R, 

AS  die  tax  which  has  lately  been 
laid  on  our  American  colonies 
is  like  to  come  under  the  review  of 

a  .r  •* 

parliament  fome  time  this  felhon,  and 
as  I  lately  arrived  from  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  where  I  redded  feveral  years  ; 
I  beg  leave,  with  all  dutiful  fubmif- 
iion,  to  give  you  my  fentiments  on 
that  fubjeft.  If  I  am  fo  happy  as  to 
caft  any  light  upon  a  queftion  of  fo 
much  importance,  I  am  certain  of 
your  approbation,  and  {hall  have  ren¬ 
dered  the  greateft  fervice  in  my  power 
to  the  public. 

From  the  afllduous  care  of  our  pre- 
fent  miniftry  to  reftore  commerce  and 
fatisfadlion  to  every  branch  of  His  Ma- 
jefty’s  dominions,  there  is  great  rea- 
fpn  to  believe  they  will  recommend 

A  2  a  rc~ 
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a  repeal ,  or  at  leaft  fome  eonfider- 
able  alterations  of  the  American 

V  -  i. 

Stamp- Ad  j  and  as  fome  weighty  ar¬ 
guments  now  offer  againft  that  Ad, 
which  could  not  have  been  forefeen 
when  it  was  made,  there  is  the  great¬ 
er  reafon  to  believe  the  parliament  in 
general  will  come  into  one  or  other  of 
thefe  meafures. 

It  is  a  pity  that  any  who  treat  of 
American  affairs,  Ihould  ever  handle 
them  as  if  they  had  no  delire  to  find 
out  truth,  nor  any  thing  elfe  in  view, 
than  to  irritate  or  flir  up  one  part  of 
His  Majefty’s  dominions  againft  an¬ 
other,  by  affedigg  to  efpoufe  the 
caufe  of  qne,  while  they  load  the 
other  with  the  moft  opprobrious  lan¬ 
guage  ;  as  if  it  were  poflible,  that  the 

intereft  of  Great-Britain  and  her  colo- 

<■» 

nies  could  be  feparated,  much  lefs  op- 
pplite  to  one  another  :  I  have  ever 
conlidered  their  connexion  like  that 
xvhich  fublifts  between  the  natural 

*  •  *  4 

body  and  its  members  ;  if  the  mem¬ 
bers  fuffer,  the  body  muft  fuffer  alfp. 

For 
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For  this  reafon,  we  fhould  not  barely 
confider  how  the  Stamp-Ad  may  af- 
fed  our  American  colonies,  but  how  - 
it  muft  affed  the  future  ftrength  and 
profperity  of  His  Majefty  s  domi¬ 
nions  :  And,  purfuing  this  plan,  I 
hope  to  prove,  even  to  a  demonftra- 
tion,  That 

It  is  for  the  Interef  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  that  the  Stamp-AB  jhould  be 
repealed.  ' 

In  the  courfe  of  this  proof,  it  is 
hardly  neceffary  for  me  to  enquire 
what  Right  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  may  have  to  tax  our  Ame¬ 
rican  colonies  ;  efpecially  as  the  par¬ 
liament  has,  at  any  time,  the  Pow¬ 
er  of  refolving  that  queftion.  Yet,  as 
|  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  the 
prefent  difpofition  of  our  colonifts  to¬ 
wards  the  Stamp- Ad,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  fhew,  That  they  have  at 
lead  the  Appearance  of  reafon  for  their 

complaints. 

I.  It  is  faid,  The  colonies  are  under 

preat  obligations  tQ  Britain  lor  tne  ex- 
r  pence 
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pence  (he  has  been  at,  in  planting  and 
reporting  them ;  in  particular,  the 
blood  and  treafure  we  fpent,  during 
the  late  war,  on  their  account ,  has 
brought  them  greatly  in  our  debt. 
Hence  it  is  proper  they  Should  be  tax¬ 
ed,  to  refund  fome  part  of  thofe  ex- 
pences.  '  "  '  '  - 


i  na 


F 


nanaing  army  is  necef- 
In  toe  colonies,  and  it  is  proper 
tney  mould  be  taxed  for  its  fupport. 

j  That  Great- Britain  bein«  in- 
vo  vea  in  deot,  and  loaded  with  tax¬ 
es,  it  is  proper  her  colonies  fhould 
rapport  fome  fhare  of  the  burthen. 
1  luppofe  one  or  other  of  thefe  reafons, 
(dor  I  have  not  read  the  Preamble  to 
the  Stamp- A  61)  induced  the  parlia¬ 
ment  to  tax  our  colonies.  They  (hall 
be  considered  in  order.- _ . 


It  is  a  general  opinion,  that  our 
North  American  colonies  are  greatly 
indebted  to  Britain  for  the  expence  of 
planting  them,  and  for  the  blood  and 
treafure  wc  have  Spent,  during  the  late 
war,  on  their  account. 


Our 
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Our  colonifts  are  certainly  indebted 
to  the  moft  righteous  prince  that  ever 
fwayed  a  fcepter,  together  with  his 
royal  anceftors,  for  their  enjoyment  of 
every  liberty,  civil  and  religious,  that 
might  conduce  to  the  profperity  of 

any  people. - And,  in  return,  they 

have  paid  the  moft  affectionate  loyal¬ 
ty,  and  have  ever  appeared  ready  to 
fpend  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood, 
whenever  His  Majefty’s  honor,  or  the 
fafety  of  his  dominions,  required  their 
afliftance  :  But  as  to  pecuniary  obli¬ 
gations  between  them  and  Great-Bri- 
tain,  I  humbly  prefume,  the  Ballance 
is  in  their  favour. 

There  was  a  time  when  their  fore¬ 
fathers  *  in  Britain,  being  neither  ah 

*  la  this  cafe,  as  well  as  when  I  fpeak  of  th«r 
virtue,  induftry,  or  temperance  of  our  colonifts  j 
of  the  blood  they  have  fpent  during  the  late  war  t 
of  their  country  producing  all  the  neceflaries  of 
life  j  of  the  annual  fum  they  may  be  fuppofed  to' 
pay  by  a  Stamp- A£t,  &c*  in  general,  when  I 
fpeak  of  our  colonifts,  I  mean  thofe  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  America,  and  not  thofe  in  our  Weft-Indian 
Blands,  as  the  latter  are  a  perfe&  contraft  to  the 
former* 

lowed 


(  S  J 

lowed  to  enjoy  civil  or  religious  liber¬ 
ty,  rather  than  relift  the  powers  that 
were,  requefted  that  they  might  re¬ 
treat  into  the  wildernefs  of  America* 
and  were  gracioufly  allowed  to  pof- 
fefs  a  trad:  of  land,  which  coft 
Great-Britain  nothing,-  and  which  was 
really  the  property  and  pofleflion  of  its 
native  favages :  Thither  they  went, 
and  at  the  expence  of  their  own  mo¬ 
ney'  and  their  own  blood,  fubdued 
the  natives,  and  converted  a  wilder¬ 
nefs  into  a  fruitful  country,  which  is' 
now  a  valuable  part  of  the  Britilh 
empire.  Our.  parliament  ever  lince 
fo  conducted  matters,  by  prohibitions 
and  reftridions  oil  their  trade,  that 
thefe  infant  colonies  alone  have  ferved 
the  purpofe  of  mcreafmg  our  fubjeds, 
maintaining  our  poor,  Jlrengthening 
our  navy,  confumiug  our  manufactures, 
and  returning  us  the  annual  profit  of 
immenfe  lums.  Does  it  hence  appear 
that  they  have  contraded  any  debt 
with  Great-Britain?  While  fame  of 
us  were  rolling  in  affluence  and  eafey 

others 
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others  wearing  themfelves  out  with 
diffipation  and  vice,  and  thou  hands 
making  a  prey  of  one  another  ;  if 
their  fathers,  by  a  lingular  fortitude 
and  virtue,  braved  the  fury  of  the 
feas,  and  danger  or  death  in  every 
form,  from  famine  and  the  fword, 
among  wild  beafts  and  favages ;  if 
they  have,  by  the  mob  arduous  la¬ 
bour,  changed  that  wildernefs  into  a 
fource  of  endlefs  wealth  to  Great- 
Britain,  does  it  from  thence  follow, 
that  they  are  under  great  obligations 
to  us  ?  1  fhould  think  the  contrary. 
But  the  colonies  are  faid  to  be  greatly 
in  our  debt,  for  the  blood  and  trea- 
fure  we  have  fpent  on  then-  account , 
during  the  late  war.  Perhaps  even 
this  account  is  pretty  well  fettled ; 
but  that  we  may  form  a  proper  judge¬ 
ment  on  this  fubjedt,  which  is  fo  often 
mentioned,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  re¬ 
view  the  caufe  and  event  of  that  war : 

The  fabls  are  thefe ; - our  Britifh 

North  American  colonies  are  extend¬ 
ed  along  the  fhore  near  2000  miles, 

B  and 
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and  backward  not  200  miles,  upon  an 
average  :  Tb^rdimite  of  thefe  colonies 
are  fixed  \pj  charteif,  and  feveral  or 
them  are  already  fpll,  though  not 
very  thick  fettled.  An  immeafurable 
territory  lies  behind  thefe  colonies, 
which  is  not  theirs,  ji or  did  they  ever 
claim  it  ;  their  charter  gave  them  no 
pretentions  to  fuch  a  claim  :  It  is  the 
territory  of  Great-Britain,  never  yet 
located,  nor  granted  to  any  particular 
fubjed.  It  was  natural  to  fuppofe 
and  exped,  that  foon  as  the  bounds 
of  her  prefent  colonies  were  all  peo¬ 
pled,  fhe  would  alfo  divide  this  wil- 
dernefs  into  other  colonies,  which 
might  become  a  new  fource  of  riches 
and  power.  But  the  French  had  per- 
fidiouily  furrounded  our  prefent  colo¬ 
nies  by  a  chain  of  forts,  and  thereby 
mu  ft  have  cut  off  all  hopes  of  future 
increafe  to  our  dominions  :  in  this 
cafe  it  was  the  intereft  of  Great-Bri¬ 
tain,  it  was  ablolutely  neceffary  for 
her  to  remove  the  French;  and  re¬ 
moved  they  were,  by  a  glorious  and 

fuccefs- 
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jfuccefsful  conflict  ;  but  did  the  Bri¬ 
tons  alone  bleed  during  that  war,  or 
did  they  alone  bear  the  ex  pence  ?  No 
Sir,  brave  and  generous  as  the  Britons 
were,  the  colonifts  have  not  been  a 
yvhit  behind  them. 

A  Angle  colony  which  was  planted 
about  ninety  years  ago,  paid  near 
half  a  million  towards  the  general  ex¬ 
pence  :  the  four  New-England  colo¬ 
nies  alone  raifed  and  fupported  20000 
men  per  annum ,  and  it  appears  from 
good  evidence,  that  they  loft  near 
30000  men  during  the  fervice.  In 
general,  this  war  has  made  fuch  ha- 
vock  from  one  end  to  the  other  of 
our  infant  colonies,  that  the  flower 
of  their  youth  are  deftroyed,  and  the 
furvivors  loaded  with  taxes,  to  pay 
the  debts  which  were  then  contracted. 
In  return  for  this  profufton  of  blood, 
our  colonifts  have  obtained  the  fecu- 
rity  of  their  prefent  eftates  ;  they 
have  alfo  acquired  perpetual  honor  to 
the  Britifh  arms,  and  a  vaft  addition 

B  2  of 


of  empire  to  the'  kingdom,  whole 
fubjecis  they  are.  But  all  thele  acqui- 
litions  being  chiefly  imaginary,  can 
never  help  them  to  pay  greater  taxes 
than  formerly  ;  and  I  confefs,  it  does 
not  appear  that  they  have  made  any 
other  acquisitions.  It  is  true,  that 
feveral  French  and  Spanifh  colonies 
are  added  to  our  dominions  upon  the 
continent,  together  with  a  vaft  ex¬ 
tent  of  wildernefs,  but  that  is  nothing 
to  the  prefent  colonifts :  their  land  is 
decreajed ,  and  not  inereafed  in  value 
by  thefe  additions,  and  their  trade  is 


i vorfe  inflead  of  better  ;  for  the  more 
land  is  to  be  purchafed  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,  fo  much  the  lefs  will  any  pur- 
chafer  give  for  what  is  now  occupied, 
the  greater  poflellions  we  have  on  the 
continent  of  North  America,  and  the 


greater  quantity  of  indigo,  rice,  to¬ 
bacco,  hemp,  flax,  fur,  and  timber 
that  are  thence  imported,  lo  much 
lefs  mu  ft  each  colony  gain  by  her 
trade  in  thefe  articles,  and  thele  are 
the  commodities  with  which  they 


/ 
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pay  their  taxes.  Vv'ho  then  have  been 
gainers  by  our  late  war  in  America  ? 
The  anfwer  is  plain,  Great  Britain 
lias  gained  exceedingly. 

It  is  long  iince  the  neat  balance  of 

O 

trade  with  our  colonies  was  half  a 
million  per  annum  in  favour  of  Great 
Britain,  and  by  our  late  acquisitions 
in  America,  it  muft  boon  become  a 
million}  I  apprehend  this  is  more  than 
we  gain  by  our  trade  in  every  other 
part  of  the  world.  Thus  it  appears 
that  fo  much  blood  and  treasure  was 
fpent  during  the  late  war,  on  the  ac¬ 
count,  almoft  the  foie  occount  cf  Great 
Britain ,  and  not  of  the  colonies.  And 
whoever  confiders  the  colonifls  in  a 
juft  point  of  view,  will  confefs  they 
have  done  more  than  could  have  been 
expedted,  as  they  really  have  done 
more  than  was  ever  required  towards 
the  fup port  of  the  late  war. 

'  Every  new  acquifition  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  muft  be  entirely  iubfervient 
to  the  purpofes  of  Great  Britain,  as 
our  American  colonifls  always  have 
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been.  Thefe  people  are  in  general 
hardy,  temperate  and  induftrious, 
lienee  they  have  already  opened  an 

immenfe  trade,  tlie  Profits  of  which, 

-  ^  *  0  y 

everv  mining,  centers  in  this  Xfland. 

•  1 — < 7 

As  their  country  produces  every  thing 
in  abundance  that  is  necejSary  for  the 
preierva  on  of  life,  they  might  carry 
on  a  profitable  trade  at  any  foreign 
market.  But  this  is  not  proper,  nor 
is  it  permitted  ;  our  parliaments  have 
fo  hedged  them  in  with  laws,  refine- 
tions,  and  prohibitions,  that  by  their 
utmoft  induftry,  they  can  hardly  pay 
their  debts  ;  furr  is  a  valuable  arti¬ 
cle,  and  a  trade  in  hats  would  have 


been  highly  profitable  for  them  ;  to 
prevent  this,  wre  have  prohibited  their 
fending  hats  even  from  one  colony  to 
another.  This  is  the  cafe  of  wool, 
and  other  articles  of  like  confequenee. 
Copper  mines  they  have  in  abundance, 
but  we  have  taken  care,  by  proper 
regulations,  to  reap  the  chief  profits 
arifing  from  them ;  their  houfes  are 
univerfally  covered  with  wood,  almoft 

in 
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in  the  fhape  of  fiat  tiles,  hence  they 
have  an  extraordinary  confumption  of 
nails,  but  we  do  not  indulge  them 
in  the  ufe  of  flitting  mills,  left  they 
fiiould  make  nails  for  themfelves,  and 
thereby  hurt  our  our  manufacture. 
I  need  hardly  mention  that  they  are 
not  allowed  to  ufe  any  foreign  manu¬ 
facture,  but  as  it  comes  through  our 
hands,  encreafed  in  price  by  public 
duties,  and  the  private  gain  of  our 
merchants,  by  which  means  they  pay 
us  a  pretty  heavy  tax.  Nor  need  I 
mention  that  there  are  numberlefs  ar¬ 


ticles,  the  produce  of  their  country, 
which  they  are  not  allowed  to  fend 
even  to  Great  Britain,  on  any  account, 
left  they  fhould  hurt  the  price  of  like 
commodities  in  this  ifland.  It  would 
be  tedious  to  mention  the  feveral  ie- 
ftriaions  we  have  laid  on  their  trade, 
reftriaions  nevertheless,  which  the 


Americans  can  eafily  bear,  as  they  am 
only  negative,  yet  the  trade  of  this 
ifland  could  not  have  flourifhed  if 
they  had  been  negleded. 


Thus  ve 
ha\  e 
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have  always  been  able  to  convert  thd 
induitry  and  trade  of  our  colonies  in¬ 
to  the  i  i cues  and  Rrength  of  their  mo¬ 
ther  country.  Now,  Sir,  as  it  is 
plain  that  our  colonies  in  North  Ame- 


lica  have  hitherto  ferved  ■  us,  or  rather 
they  have  been  taxed  by  us,  to  the 
value  ot  haii  a  million  per  aimum, 
that  they  have  affifted  us  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  much  blood  and  treafure  to 
acquire  new  colonies,  by  which  we 
alone  are  to  oe  profited,  it  feems  cruel 
to  make  them  luiier  again  for  our  ad¬ 
vantage,  by  compelling  them  to  re¬ 
fund  our  expences  in  the  war. 

II.  It  is  further  faid,  that  a  Jlanding 
army  fhculd  be  flattened  in  ou r  colo¬ 


nies  ,  and  they  Jhould  be  taxed  for  its 
Jupport.  But  I  confefs  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  why  we  fhould  tax  our 
Englifh  colonies  in  North  America, 
for  the  fupport  of  a  Banding  army  ; 
for  this  army  is  to  be  Rationed  there 
either  on  account  of  the  Englifh  co¬ 
lonies,  or  on  account  of  the  French 
andSpanifh  ones,  which  we  have  lately- 

conquered  ; 
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conquered ;  it  is  evidently  improper 
that  our  Englifh  colonifts  fhould  be 
taxed  for  the  fupport  of  an  army 
which  is  deligned  to  keep  other  co¬ 
lonies  in  fubjedion,  1  have  heard  an  oid 
maxim  which  feems  founded  on  juf- 
tice,  viz.  He  that  reaps  the  profit 
Jhould  alfio  bear  the  expence ,  or  to  this 
purpofe,  and  certainly  this  maxim  may 
very  properly  be  applied  to  the  cafe  in 
hand.  Why  fhould  the  Englifh  North 
Americans  fupport  an  army  to  be  fta- 
tioned  in  Canada,  or  Penfacola  and 
Mobil  le,  any  more  than  an  army 
which  is  flationed  in  our  other  new 
conquefts,  on  the  coafts  of  Guinea  ? 
for  by  the  latter  they  gain  more  than 
by  the  former,  and  furely  their  hav- 
ing  fpent  much  blood  and  treafure  in 
conquering  thofe  colonies,  and  adding 
them  to  the  Britifh  dominion,  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  urged  as  a  reafon  for  their 
fpending  all  the  treafure  they  have, 
or  rather  all  they  ever  (hall  have,  in 
preferving  them.  It  appears  equally 
improper  for  us  to  tax  our  Englifh 
North  American  colonifts  for  the  fup- 

C  por 
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port  of  an  army  to  be  Rationed  among! 
tnemfelves  ;  becaufe  fuch  an  army  is 
no  way  neceffary  there,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  muff  prove  very  injurious. 
If  a  (landing  force  be  neceffary  in 
thefe  colonies,  it  muff  be  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  civil  magiflrate,  viz.  pre- 
ferving  peace,  and  executing  juftice. 
But  as  our  feveral  colonies  have  a  corn- 
pleat  legiflature,  fubordinate  to  that  of 
Great-Britain,  which  has  a  power  of 
forming  militias,  railing  troops,  &c. 
and  as  they  ought  to  be  the  bed 
judges  of  their  own  wants,  it  would 
ieem  natural  to  leave  the  affair  of  re¬ 
gular  troops  to  their  own  option,  to 
be  raifed  and  paid  as  they  (hall  find 
moft  convenient,  or  not  to  be  raifed 

at  all,  unlefs  it  be  requifite. - A  , 

few  there  have  been,  fo  little  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  true  (late  of  our 
American  colonies,  as  to  fuppofe  that 
a  (landing  army  is  neceffary  there, 
even  to  preferve  the  obedience  of  our 
Engl  ifh  fuhj  eels  to  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  but  nothing  can  argue  great¬ 
er  ignorance,  as  our  colonids  have  hi¬ 
therto 
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therto  appeared  the  rnoft  loyal  of  all 
his  majefty’s  fubje&s,  and  no  man 
can  be  fo  wicked  as  to  fuppole  that 
our  miniftry  will  ever  premeditate 
fuch  fchemes  of  oprellion  as  may 
fhake  that  loyalty,  and  enable  him  to 
forefee  that  troops  may  be  neceffary, 
Whoever  recollects  that  our  colonies 
were  in  general  planted  by  people  who 
fled  from  England  and  Scotland,  to 
efcape  the  civil  and  religious  perfec¬ 
tions  of  a  former  family,  which  God 
in  mercy  to  this  nation  has  banilhed, 
may  fee  an  obvious  reafon  why  thefe 
colonifts  fhould  continue  inviolably 
and  regularly  attached  to  His  prelent 
Majefty,  and  his  iiluftrious  family. — 
But  we  need  not  enquire  into  caufes, 
while  modem  faCts  give  ample  tefti- 
mony  to  this  truth  pofterity  will  hard¬ 
ly  believe,  concerning  our  colonifts, 
that  when  danger  was  far  enough  from 
their  borders,  and  fo  many  o!  their 
youth  deftroyed  in  battle,  that  volun¬ 
teers  were  not  to  be  raifed  by  any 
means  ;  rather  than  the  progrefs  of 
His  Majefty’s  arms  Ihould  be  retarded, 

b  2  they 
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they  made  laws  to  imprefs  their  fons 
and  brethren  by  thoufands  into  the 
fervice.  This  was  always  done  upon 
the  firft  notice  of  His  Majedy’s  plea¬ 
sure,  fignified  by  fome  minider  of 
State  :  and  if  this  people’s  loyalty 
may  yet  be  fufpeded,  there  never  can 
any  confidence  be  placed  in  fubjeds; 

every  appearance  of 
loyalty  has  certainly  been  in  favour  of 
ttie  coiomlts.  If  a  Handing  army 
Ihould  unfortunately  be  quartered  a- 
mong  our  Englifh  colonies  in  North 
America,  it  will  prove  the  caufe  of 
a  double  tax,  the  mod  grievous  of 
which  has  been  little  attended  to. 

Our  colonids  can  only  dourifh  by 
indudry,  temperance,  and  frugality, 
the  moment  they  forfake  thefe  vir¬ 
tues,  they  mud  ceafe  to  be  profita¬ 
ble  either  to  themfelves  or  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  an  ancient  kingdom  that  has 
an  edablifhed  commerce  may  fudain 
a  little  vanity,  yet  the  mod  opulent 
kingdoms  have  at  length  been  crufhed 
.  under  this  weight,  and  Britain  her- 
felf  is  fenfibly  injured  by  her  dilli- 
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pated  fons;  what  muft  become  of  an 
infant  colony  that  has  no  trade  but 
with  Great  Britain,  and  is  obliged  to 
pay  the  balance,  which  is  always 
againft  her,  by  an  extraordinary  fhare 
of  diligence.  If  the  inhabitants  of 
this  colony  fhould  be  corrupted  in 
their  morals,  if  they  fhould  learn 
diflipation  and  idlenefs  from  an  army 
that  has  nothing;:  to  do,  if  their  fons 
and  daughters  fhould  become  lefs  fru¬ 
gal  or  lefs  chafte  by  the  converfation 
of  men  born  to  affluence,  accuftom- 
ed  to  the  vices  of  an  old  country  and 
trained  up  in  the  army,  I  fear,  if 
fuch  things  fhould  happen  to  an  in¬ 
fant  colony,  muft  not  population  be 
retarded,  and  the  inhabitants  foon 
become  unable  to  pay  their  debts, 
and  thence  ufelefs  fubjedts  to  Great 
Britain  ? 

The  third  reafon  that  I  have  heard 
given  for  the  Stamp-adt,  fhall  now 
be  considered,  viz.  Great  Britain 
being  involved  in  debt ,  and  loaded 
with  taxes ,  it  is  proper  her  colonies 
Jhould  fupport  fo?ne  Jhare  of  the  Bur - 
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then.  As  this  reafon  lias  the  greateft 
air  or  propriety,  and  doubtlefs  had 
fonie  influence  on  our  late  miniftry, 
I  fhall  take  the  more  notice  of  it, 
efpecially  as  an  anfwer  to  it  brings 
me  to  the  chief  purpofe  of  this  letter, 
and  what  I  propofed  at  the  ftrft  to 
demonftrate,  which  was  this.  It  is 
for  the  niter  eft  of  Great  Britain  that 
the  Stamp-aB  in  North  America  be 
repealed.  If  I  fhould  be  able  to  prove 
this,  every  other  argument  would  be 
immediately  anfwered,  for  there 
might  chance  to  be  a  cafe  in  which 
it  would  be  cruel  and  unjuft  for  us 
to  tax  a  colony,  even  though  we 
could  be  profited  thereby,  yet  cer¬ 
tainly,  if  that  very  tax  were  injurious 
to  ourfelves,  it  would  be  on  every 
account  wrong  to  eftablifh  it.  And 
however  our  nation  may  be  loaded 
with  debt,  if  the  Stamp-arft  fhould 
prove  injurious  to  Great  Britain,  it 
muft  increafe  and  not  diminifh  the  bur¬ 
den.  Without  looking  forward  to  a 
great  diftance,  and  mentioning  every 
probable  confequence  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can 
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can  Stamp-a<ft,  it  mull  immediately 
injure  Great  Britain,  by  hurting  her 
trade  with  the  colonies :  the  extent 
of  this  injury  we  fhall  prefently  con- 
fider.  There  are  two  ways  by  which 
our  trade  with  the  colonies  may  be 
a£Fe<fted.  The  colonifts  may  pro  re 
unwilling  or  unable  to  lupport  this 
trade ;  in  either  cafe,  it  mu  ft  be  ruin¬ 
ed;  and  both  are  like  to  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  a  Stamp-a<ft.  It  has  ne¬ 
ver  been  counted  either  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  or  intereft  of  any  legiftature  to 
grieve  the  fubje&r,  it  is  generally 
hurtful,  and  fometimes  dangerous  to 
grieve  them  univerfally,  and  proba¬ 
bly  no  a<ft  ever  created  fuch  univcrfal 
difquietas  theStamp-acft  does  in  Ame¬ 
rica.  It  is  vain  to  fay  that  any  danger 
can  poftibly  arife  at  prefent  from  our 
colonifts  endeavouring  to  relift  the 
Stamp-a<ft  by  force,  they  are  neither 
able  nor  deftrous  to  contend  with  their 
mother-country,  they  know  that  we 
have  troops  enough  on  the  continent 
to  vex  them,  arid  could  loon  vilit 

them  with  a  fleet  that  might  blow 

them 
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them  to  atoms,  nor  does  it  appear 
that  one  perfon  of  note  in  the  colo¬ 
nies  ever  thought  of  refinance,  tho’ 
fome  people,  ever  pleafed  with  ca¬ 
lumny  and  mifchief,  would  fondly 
conftrue  fome  rude  efforts  of  the 
common  people  into  premeditated  re¬ 
bellion,  in  order  to  exafperate  our 
government  againft  the  unfortunate 
colonifts,  with  the  p  leafing  profpcd: 
of  feeing  our  hands  imbrued  in  the 
blood  of  our  children.  But  it  muff 
prove  fortunate  for  the  colonifts  that 
our  government  is  too  juft  and  hu¬ 
mane  not  to  redrefs  their  complaints, 
if  this  fhould  feem  for  the  general 
good,  notwithftanding  the  imprudent 
conduct  of  a  few  of  their  ignorant 
people.  A  nation  which  has  lately 
given  laws  to  Europe  will  never  make 
a  point  of  honor  to  chaftife  a  few 
peafants.  But  to  return  from  this  di- 
grefllon,  it  is  undoubtedly  yery  eafy 
for  us  to  force  the  Americans  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  Stamp-A<ft. 

But  no  Beet  or  army  can  make 
them  willing  \  there  is  no  argument 

fo 
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fo  dec  i five  as  that  from  the  muzzle  or 
a  gun,  and  yet  there  is  none  lefs  per- 
fuafive.  The  Americans  mure  al¬ 
ways  judge  according  to  their  own 
capacities,  in  fpite,  of  our  troops  ;  and 
at  prefent  they  certainly  judge,  that 

the  parliament  of  Great- Britain  has 

1 

no  right,  natural  or  acquired,  to  tax 
her  colonifcs :  they  may  be  miftakon, 
but  that  very  miftake  mu  ft  injure  our 
trade,  and  muft  produce  the  more  fa¬ 
tal  effects,  the  greater  appearance  or 
reafon  there  is  on  their  fide.  1  hey 
fay,  this  adt  deprives  them  of  their 
moft  valuable  char  ter -privilege ,  being 
taxed  by  their  own  reprefentatives, 
that  however  trilling  we  may  count 
this  circumftance,  they  have  pur- 
chafed  their  privileges  at  the  expcnce 
or  rifque  of  every  thing  that  is  dear 
to  mankind  :  their  fathers,  in  hopes 
of  enjoying  them,  endured  every  kind 
of  danger  and  toil  in  that  wildernefs, 
where  thoufands  were  deftroyed  witn 
the  fword,  and  the  reft  worn  out  with 
hardfhips  are  gone  to  fteep  ;  that  if 
their  children  fhould  now  dc  depnved 

D  of 
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°1  thole  privileges,  pofterity  will  b6 
cautious  how  they  encounter  dangers 
to  aggrandize  the  Britifh  nation. — Un¬ 
happy  colonifts  !  deftined  to  misfor¬ 
tunes  at  all  events  :  if  they  are  not 
vigorous  and  fuccefsful,  they  muft 
perifh  by  famine  or  the  fword ;  if 
they  are  fuccefsful  and  profperous, 
they  muft  be  taxed  beyond  the  utmoft 
farthing,  by  men  in  a  diftant  part  of 
the  world.  It  may  be  replied,  that 
the  colonies  did  not  all  obtain  by 
charter  the  exclulive  privilege  of  tax¬ 
ing  themfelves:  but  they  fay,  it  would 
not  follow  that  the  parliament  of 
Great-Britain  had  a  right  to  tax  them , 
on  the  contrary,  though  their  charters 
did  not  fecure  this  privilege  to  them* 
it  would  be  improper  lor  the  parlia¬ 
ment  to  take  that  advantage.  The 
matter  mould  only  be  determined  by 
the  laws  and  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  con- 

ftitution. - Their  charters  were 

granted  by  Kings,  and  it  is  univer¬ 
sally  known,  that  a  Britifh  King  may 
not,  that  he  cannot  deprive  his  fub- 
je&s  of  their  liberties.  We  have  cer¬ 
tain 
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tain  conftitutional  Magna  Charta  pri¬ 
vileges  To  inviolable  and  facred,  that 
every  endeavour  of  the  fovereign  to 
diminifh  them  would  be  void  and  null. 
Britons  are  taught  to  believe  fo  on  this 
fide  the  Atlantic  ;  they  would  be  mi- 
ferable  if  this  truth  fhould  be  called 
in  queftion.  Why  fhould  Britifli  A- 
mericans  have  different  fenfations  or 
judgement  ? 

ficclum  non  animum  mutant ,  qui  trails  mare  currunt . 

Doubtlefs,  any  attempts  appearing 
from  any  American  charter  to  deprive 
the  fubjed  of  conffitutioual  privileges, 
will  ever  be  deemed  unjuft  by  a  Britifli 
parliament :  perhaps  no  fuch  attempts 
lave  been  made.  I  am  not  peifedly 
acquainted  with  all  the  chartets ;  but 
it  was  proper  to  mention  the  circum- 
ftance,  as  fome  of  thefe  charters  were 
granted  by  a  family  that  was  apt  to 
defpife  the  privileges  of  the  fubjed. 
I  believe  that  a  Britifn  King  may  dif- 
penfe  with  fome  obligations  in  the 
fubjeds,  but  cannot  enjoin  any  that 
are  repugnant  to  our  Magna  Oharta 
•  D  2  — how- 
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•—uowcver  that  be,  the  colonifts  fay, 
tiicy  he  fire  no  dilpenfations,  nor  any 
liberties  greater  than  their  fellow  fub- 


jcdls  m  Great  Br: 
their  own  repre 
by  them ,  a  privil 
lather  God  and  nature  has  granted 
them,  though  they  had  no  Charter  : 
that  depriving  them  of  this  privilege 
would  be  a  cruel  precedent ;  and  by 
the  way,  it  may  have  troublefome 
confequences.  'i'o  elucidate  this 
matter,  let  us  iiippofe  it  a  fettled 
rule,  that  the  Britifh  parliament  is 
ever  to  tax  our  American  plantations, 
let  us  carry  this  rule  forward  a  few 
years,  and  fee  how  it  mu  ft  apply. 

At  prefen t  the  Britifh  fubjebfs  in 
North  America,  are  at  leaft  two  mih- 
iions.  It  is  evident  from  accurate 


itain,  to  be  taxed  by 
fentatives,  and  only 
ege  which  nature,  or 


calculations,  that  they  double  their 
pumber  once  every  eighteen  years  * 


f  The  writer  faw  thefe  Calculations  in  the  Hand 
of  a  very  accurate  Gentleman  in  Rode  Ilian  1,  they 
included  the  four  NewEngland  Governments,  where 
there  are  the  fmallefi:  addition  of  Foreigners  though 
People  increase  rather  falter  than  thole  in  the  molt 
Southern  Provinces,  where  the  Inhabitants  are  more 
luxurious,  lefs  healthful  and  have  not  fuch  popular 
forms  of  Government,  * '  without 

<  *  t 
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without  including  the  additions  they 
receive  from  other  countries.  Let  us 
fuppofe  them  only  to  double  in  twen¬ 
ty  years,  then  in  fo  fhort  a  time  as 
forty  years  they  mil  ft  be  eight  milli¬ 
ons,  and  twenty  years  more,  perhaps 
twenty  five  years  will  make  them 
ftxteen  millions.  The  inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain  are  hardly  feven  mil¬ 
lions,  and  we  don’t  increafe,  except 
that  our  commerce  with  North  Ame¬ 
rica  has  lately  encreafed  our  numbers. 
Now  1  ih  on  Id  he  pleafed  to  hear  by 
what  face  of  juftice  the  fmaller  part 
of  the  Britifh  empire  fhall  tax  the 
greater ;  how  the  reprefentatives  of 
feven  millions  fhall  undertake  to  tax 
ftxteen  millions,  whom  they  do  not 
reprefent.  7.  he  very  attempt  mull 
produce  fuch  events  as  no  good  fub- 
jedt  can  anticipate  without  horror. 
It  is  dangerous  now  to  eftablifh  a  law 
which  mu  ft  foon  be  changed  out  ol 
prudence,  elfe  it  will  in  a  little  time, 
fall  by  its  own  weight,  and  perhaps 
involve  the  Britifh  empire  m  its  mm. 
Two  Millions  of  men, 

convinced, 
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convinced,  they  may  be  forced,  but 
it  may  prove  hard  either  to  force  or 
convince  even  thrice  that  number. 
Some  difficulties  there  are  which  grow 
eafy  by  cuftom,  and  fome  apparent 
injuries  which  time  obliterates,  but 
the  injuries  received  by  fubjedls  in  ge¬ 
neral,  or  by  fubjedl  depending  ffiites 
from  their  fuperiors,  are  not  of  this 
nature,  like  an  unwieldy  Burthen 
they  grow  more  irkfome  the  longer 
they  are  fupported  or  like  a  barbed 
arrow,  they  flick  deeper  and  hurt 
more  by  continuance.  The  hiftory 
or  nations  will  inform  us  how  many 
provinces  and  fubordinate  Bates  have 


been  loft  by  oppreflion  which  they 

found  intolerable  after  thev  had  been 

✓ 

long  accuftomed  to  it.  I  don’t  mean 
to  infinuate  that  a  Britiffi  parliament 
has,  or  ever  will  deliberately  opprefs 
our  colonies ;  but  in  the  mean  time 
it  muft  be  granted,  that  our  colonifts 
are  to  comfort  themfelves  with  hope 
alone,  for  they  have  no  fecurity  of  mo¬ 
derate  taxes,  while  they  are  not  their 
own  taxers.  The  maxim  in  Great 

Britain, 


Britain,  that  a  fubjeft  fhould  only 
be  taxed  by  his  own  representatives, 
is  evidently  founded  on  juftice,  for 
when  we  are  taxed  by  our  reprefen¬ 
tatives,  in  other  words,  when  v/e  are 
taxed  by  ourfelves,  we  can  have  no 
temptation  to  go  beyond  what  is  rea¬ 
sonable  or  neceffary,  we  know  our 
own  wants,  and  feel  our  own  Bur¬ 
then,  and  thefe  muft  ever  be  the  rule 
of  taxation ;  but  a  Britifh  parliament 
will  hardly  be  allowed  to  feel  for  the 
Inhabitants  of  North  America,  we 
are  ignorant  of  their  abilities,  or  the 
fmall  knowledge  we  have,  is  founded 
on  very  Superficial  accounts,  often 
falfe  ones.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
fome  future  parliaments  might  lay 
oppreffive  taxes  on  the  colonifts  ima¬ 
gining  that  we  may  eafe  our  own 
burthen  by  loading  them.  I  hope  to 
prove  this  impoffible,  but  if  it  could 
happen,  the  temptation  would  be 
dangerous.  The  fubjedb  of  our  daily 
Prayer  is,  or  fhould  be,  “  Lead  us 
“  not  into  temptation.  ’  And  the 

wifeft  earthly  prince  has  taught  us 

<  that 
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4  that  a  bribe  blinds  the  underfbmd- 
‘  ing hence  I  fhould  be  forry  to 
fee  any  number  of  His  Majefty’s  Ob¬ 
jects  tempted  to  opprefs  their  fellovv- 
fubjeds.  at  the  diRance  of  3000 
miles. 

Did  not  the  bravb  inhabitants  of 
this  bland  complain  with  a  voice  that 
{hook  the  balls  of  our  government, 
when  they  were  taxed  at  the  foie 
pleafure  or  their  fove reign,  and  can 
the  thing  be  right  in  America,  which 
was  wrong  in  Great-Britain  ?  Or  can 

O 

that  be  right  on  one  hue  the  Atlantic 
which  was  wrong  on  the  other  ?  The 
Americans  indeed  are  not  taxed  by 
the  royal  prerogative,  but  they  are 
taxed  by  a  p — —  t  which  they  have 


not  chofen,  nor  have  they  confented 
to  be  taxed  by  them  3  and  if  they  are 
taxed  without  and  again!!  their  own 
confent,  they  do  not  fee  where  the  dif¬ 
ference  is,  whether  that  tax  be  laid 
by  the  K- - -  or  by  the  p - 1. 

Whether  the  colonifts  reafon  well 
or  ill  upon  this  fubjed,  is  not  my  bu- 
iinefs  to  determine  3  I  have  only  to 

mention 
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mention  tacts, 
leapt  plaufible 


Their  reafons  are 


this  chfcontent  is  uni- 

JL  ' 

verfal,  afid  may  continue  fo  while  the 
Stamp-Ad  continues,  and  confequent- 
ly  muft  infallibly  injure  our  trade. 
They  will  never  coiafent  to  enrich  us, 
while  they  think  we  opprefs  them  ; 
they  will  never  treat  us  with  the  r 
fped  due  to  a  parent,  while 
think  we  treat  them  as  Haves ; 
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will  they  carry  on  a  friendly  and 
profitable  trade  with  us,  while 
think  we  treat  them  as  aliens, 
load  them  with  chains.  For  thefe  rea¬ 
fons,  I  think  it  is  our  mtereft  to  repeal 
the  Stamp-Ad,  rather  than  grieve  fo 
many  good  lubjeds,  and  cut  oil  the 
fource  of  our  own  wealth.  But  if  any 
perfon  fhould  think  the  foregoing 
reafons  are  not  conclufive,  or  that 
the  bad  efieds  of  this  ad  upon  trad 
will  be  trifling  and  prefently  forgotten, 
there  is  another  reafon,  widen  1  hope 
will  appear  demonftrable :  though  the 

Americans  fhould  be  willing,  they 

•  1  1 
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will  not  be  able  to  fupport  their  trade 
as  lormerly  with  Great-Britain,  while 
the  Stamp- A  dt  continues  in  Force. 
Various  are  the  accounts  of  how  much 
the  adi  may  produce  yearly  frcm  cur 
Englifh  colonies  on  the  continent  of 
America  ;  perhaps  it  may  bring  us 
200,000  1.  per  annum  •  but  it  does 
not  by  any  means  follow,  that  Great- 
Britain  fhall  reap  the  neat  profit  of 
200,000  1.  per  annum  more  than  fhe 
formerly  gained  by  her  colonies ;  on 
the  contrary,  I  apprehend  fhe  may  be 
a  lofer  of  pretty  near  that  fum.  To 
afcertain  this  matter,  it  is  proper  to 
examine  all  the  necefiary  confequen- 
ces  of  the  Stamp- Adt,  and  we  find  the 
weight  of  the  adt  confpiring  with  the 
difpofition  of  the  people  to  injure  our 
trade.  The  weight  of  the  tax  gives 
it  a  Broke  wrhich  the  Americans  them- 
felves  cannot  prevent.  It  is  exprefly 
provided,  that  the  money  to  be  raffed 
by  the  Stamp- Adi,  fhall  be  all  re¬ 
mitted  to  Great-Britain  in  Gold  or 
Silver  only :  now  as  the  fum  to  be 
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raifed  yearly  is  more  than  all  the  mo¬ 
ney  now  in  the  colonies ;  and  as  it 
will  be  difficult  for  them  to  find  mo¬ 
ney  enough  the  next  year  even  to  pay 
their  taxes  ;  it  is  impoffible  they 
ffiould  be  able,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
fend  over  large  fums  to  our  merchants 

O 

for  Engliffi  goods. 

The  taxes  that  are  paid  in  this 
ifland  foon  amount  to  more  than 
the  fum  of  our  current  money,  yet  we 
don’t  feel  any  inconveniencies  in  get- 
ing  money  to  pay  new  Taxes,  be- 
caule  the  money  being  paid  in  the 
ifland,  flays  here  and  circulates  to¬ 
morrow  into  the  hands  that  paid  it 
to-da),  but  this  Rule  does  not  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  colonifls,  for  the  money 
to  be  paid  by  taxes,  is  to  be  fent  out 
of  their  country  never  to  return,  and 
the  balance  of  trade  being  always  in 
our  Favour,  they  are  obliged  to  fend 
us  cafh  even  on  that  account ;  a  pre¬ 
carious  trade  with  the  Spaniards  be¬ 
ing  their  principal  fource  of  money, 
and  that  not  fufficient,  even  when 

our 
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in  cutters  Qrc  removed^  to  pay  their 
debts  with  our  merchants,  for  British 
manufactures,  much  less  to  pay  both 
for  our  (lamps  and  manufactures.  But 
as  tiie  (lamps  mujl  be  paid  for,  cur 
manufactures  mutt  fail  or  courfe,  fince 
they  cannot  be  paid  for.  This  Mif- 
i  or  tune  feems  greater,  as  it  is  perhaps 
the  only  accident  that  could  have 
prevented  our  trade  with  the  colonifts 
from  continuing  and  encreafing  for 
many  ages.  The  colonies  produce 
all  the  neceffaries  of  life,  and  would 
produce  ail  its  luxuries  with  a  little 

.1  •  1  T  •  *  -  .  - 


the  inhabitants 


have  hitherto 
negieded  ail  forts  or  manufacture, 
turning  their  chief  Attention  to  huf- 
bandry.  i  mis,  with  wheat,  rice,  in¬ 
digo,  tobacco,  hemp,  timber ,  &c. 
they  paid  mod  of  their  debts.  While 
they  con  fumed  our  manufactures,  their 
ray  of  living  was  perfectly  fuited  to 


our  intereft,  who  live  by  trade  and 

manufactures,  it  was  alfo  fuited  to 

their  convenience,  hence  they  would 

have  continued  in  this  traCt,  for  as 

u. 


( 


ITT  O'  f 
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accu  domed  to  Hu  (ban  dry, 
and  from  our  New  acquisitions  may 
fuftain  land  enough  for  that  purpofe, 
and  as  hui'bandry  is  the  natural  em¬ 
ployment  of  all  infant  countries,  n: 
thing  but  the  prefent  violent  nece 
iity,  con  Id  have  turned  their  attention 
to  manufactures,  thus  in  a  lew  years 
they  would  have  required  more  En- 
giifh  goods  than  all  we  make  at  pre- 
fen  t  in  this  bland.  The  dream  is 
pleating,  but  it  is  like  to  be  no  more 
than  a  dream,  for  the  Stamp-aCf  with 
the  addition  of  a  few  Cutters,  have 
done  more  in  one  year  to  promote 
American  manufactures,  than  the  na¬ 
tural  progress  of  arts  with  all  the 
additional  arguments  of  frugality 
would  have  produced  in  an  hundred 
years ;  not  that  our  coloniits  have 
already  felt  the  iron  hand  of  necefiity, 
but  they  fee  a  Stamp- Adi  coming  from 
a  Quarter  whence  they  though  t  it  could 
not  come,  perhaps  another  aCt  may 
come  clofe  at  its  heels,  at  this  rate 

it  is  time  for  them  to  make  thole 

• 

orj  i 

UA  l  t 
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articles  that  they  fhall  never  be  able 
to  pur  chafe.  This,  at  leaft,  Sir,  is 
more  than  Theory,  whoever  takes  the 
trouble  of  enquiring,  will  find  that 
our  commiflions  from  North  Ameri¬ 
ca  the  la  ft  year  have  been  almoft  a 
million  fhort  of  what  they  ufually 
have  been ;  another  year  muft  deduff 
another  million,  unlefs  the  a<ft  be  re¬ 
pea  leu  ;  but  luppofe  the  aft  fhould 
continue,  let  us  fee  what  we  fhall 
get  in  return  for  this  damage  of  trade, 
not  to  mention  the  univerfal  uneafi- 
nefs  we  continue  to  give  to  our  fel¬ 
low  fubjefts. 

i  he  balance  of  trade,  as  was  al¬ 
ready  obferved,  between  us  and  our 
American  colonies  ('excluding  our 
conquefts)  is  computed  to  be  more 
than  halt  a  million  per  an?i,  in  our 
favour  ;  by  this  means  alone  we  us’d 
to  get  all  the  money  that  our  colonifts 
had,  and  it  they  fhould- ever  get  more 
money,  we  were  fure  to  get  that  al- 
fo  j  for  proof  of  this  I  appeal  to  faffs. 

1  he  Americans  always  ow’d  our 

mer- 


merchants  greater  Turns  than  all  the 
current  money  in  their  country  would 
pay  ;  and  tho’,  during  the  late  war, 
feveral  millions  were  Tent  thither  to 
pay  the  expences  of  our  troops,  the 
colonifts  did  not  retain  that  money, 

jy 

for  as  money  increafed  their  commif- 
fions  increaTed,  To  that  towards  the 
end  of  the  war  they  confumed  eight 
or  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
worth  of  English  goods  more  than  at 
the  beginning,  and  at  the  peace  they 
were  three  times  as  much  in  our  debt 
as  they  had  been  ten  years  before 
that,  nor  had  they  money  enough 
then  to  pay  the  third  part  of  that 
debt.  As  it  is  evident  that  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  our  trade  alone  muft  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  bring  us  all  the  money  our 
colonifis  fhould  ever  pofteis,  I  don  t 
fee  how  the  Stamp  Adi  can  poflibly 
brinpr  us  more ,  fince  the  Americans 

O  J 

are  not  able  to  coin  money  as  our 
demands  increafe,  nor  arc  they  like  a 
certain  tree  which  is  faid  to  grow 
ftrdnger  by  heavy  burthens  ;  the 
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conicqucnce  is  plain,  the  more"  we 

JL  Ju. 

receive  for  damps, 

h  J 

receive  for  other  manufadhires 


the  lefs  we  dull 


,et 


ns  new  examine  whether  it  be  more 


profitable  for  Great  Britain  to  receive 
two  hundred  and  even  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  annually  by  way  of 
tax,  or  to  receive  it  as  the  neat  profit 
of  trade  with  .  a  diftant  country.  I 


conceive  the  latter  is  molt  orofitable 


s. 


> 


and  this  follows  a  fortiori  if  the  riches 
of  a  nation  confift  in  the  induftry 
and  number  of  its  inhabitants for 
the  cafe  of  trade  fuooofes  that  we  ob- 

A  A 

tain  as  much  cadi  with  the  addition 
of  induftry  and  numbers.  When 
Great  Britain  gains  300,000  /.  per 
atm .  by  her  manufactures,  it  muft  be 
allowed  that  die  fells  to  the  amount 
of  1,500,000*.  How  many  people 

*  We  compute  that  the  trade  and  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain  have  added  at  lead  two  millions 
to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  then  fuppofing 
that  only  200, coo  people  are  maintained  by  ma¬ 
nufacturing,  wending,  &c.  goods  to  the  amount 
of  i. .£00.000  1.  it  foil  )\vs  that  where  two  milli¬ 
ons  of  additional  iubjects  are  maintained,  the  ex- 
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may  be  employed  in  making  vending 
and  exporting  goods  to  the  value  oi 
a  million  and  a  half,  alfo  in  receiving 
and  felling  the  feveral  fpecies  of  re¬ 
turns  for  thefe  goods,  and  in  provid¬ 
ing  victuals  for  all  thofe  manufactu¬ 
rers,  1  porters,  merchant-fhip  carpen¬ 
ters,  and  failors  ?  By  comparing  the 
increafe  of  our  nation  with  that  or 
our  manufactures,  I  iuppoie  it  may 
employ  two  hundred  thoufand  people 
at  leaft.  On  which  fuppofition  the 
account  is  thus  ftated: 


Continue  the  Stamp- 
Aft  and  we  fhall  receive 
goo^oool.  per  ann.  into 
our  treafury,  but  we  muft 
injure  our  trade,  and  lole 
two  hundred  thoufand 
fubjefts,  who  being  in- 
duftrious  people,  are  now 
the  bulwark,  fupport  and 
riches  of  this  nation.  . 


Repeal  the  Stamp-' 
aft,  and  we  fhall  alfo 
receive  300,000b  per 
ann.  not  all  in  our  trea- 
fury,  but  in  the  hands 
of  the  traders  and  induf- 
trious  people  in  this 
ifland,  and  we  fhall  fave 
two  hundred  thoufand  of 
ourbeft  fubjefts  from  in¬ 
evitable  perdition. 


ports  of  manufaftures,  &c.  fhould  be  fifteen  mil¬ 
lions,  which  we  fuppofe  is  much  above  the  ti  uth. 
Hence  it  follows  that  we  muft  lofe  more  than 
two  huudred  thoufand  fubjefts  by  the  lofs  of 
trade,  which  annually  brings  us  300,000  1.  per 
Ann.  efpecially  if  that  fum  be  gained  by  manu¬ 
faftures.  £  J  ^ 


v-.  ■ 
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.  }  °  ^-c  above  account  may  be  ad- 
’  X-Viiat  all  the  fubjedts  we  have  by 
tlJC  encouragement  of  trade  mult  Pav 
in  this  Bland,  and  the  Lofs  of  them 


would  mahe  a  connderable  deduction 
rr°m  the  annual  fums  paid  to  the  go- 
T-  ci  nment.  But  the  lois  of  lubjedts  we 
thall  fuftain  by  L  id  is  adf  is  not  to  be 
confined  to  Great  Britain  ;  our  colo¬ 
nics  mu  ft  suffer  alfo;  they  have  hi¬ 
therto  received  great  additions  from 
Germany  and  other  kingdoms ;  Pen 


fylvania  alone  is  faid  to  contain  thirty 


thoufand  Germans,  who  are,  without 
exception,  the  moft  frugal,  temperate, 
and  induitrious  people  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica  j  they  Bed  thither  from  op  ore  f- 
non,  in  hopes  of  becoming  freemen, 
and  having  home  hand  in  legillature 

w  ’  ^  O  5 

and  the  difpofal  or  their  own  e Bates ; 
but  Grangers  may  think  the  times  are 
now  changed,  and  may  incline  to  ftay 
at  home  and  be  tax’d  by  their  own 
princes,  in  Be  ad  of  going  to  America 
to  be  tax’d  by  a  diftant  Parliament. 
Nor  is  this  the  only  lofs  our  colonies 

may 
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may  fuftain  ;  the  diligence  and  in¬ 
dustry  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  are 
aifo  in  danger  of  failing,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  Stamp  Act,  for  while 
nothing  tends  to  promote  the  happi- 
nefs,  induftry,  wealth  and  numbers 
of  any  people  fo  much  as  perfect 
freedom,  nothing  produces  the  con¬ 
trary  effects  fo  much  as  giving  them 
reafon  to  think  they  have  loft  their 
freedom,  and  that  all  their  poffefllons 
depend  on  a  precarious  footing. 

Altho’’  fome  of  our  feilow-fubjebts 
have  treated  the  Americans  with  great 
freedom  and  contempt,  yet  it  fhouid 
be  remembered  that  Britain  owes  her 
prefent  importance  and  power  to 
them  alone ;  witnefs  the  vail  cities 
along  the  coaft  of  England  and  Scot¬ 
land,  which  are  fprung  from  con¬ 
temptible  villages  only  by  the  Ame¬ 
rican  trade,  and  fhouid  that  trade 
unfortunately  be  ruined,  they  muff 
return  to  their  former  contemptible 
ffate,  and  this  may  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  Stamp  Act,  inftead  of 

F  2  that 


that  additional  treafure  which  was 


at  firft  expected. 

i 

As  dark  fcenes  are  always  difagre- 
able,  I  fiiould  not  defire  you  to  an¬ 
ticipate  the  light  in  which  Great 
Britain  may  appear  fifty  years  hence, 
if  our  trade  with  the  colonies  fiiould 
not  even  continue  to  increafe  inftead 
or  decreafing  ;  but  I  would  juft  ob- 
ferve  that  we  have  at  this  inftant  no 
other  trade  in  the  world  that  can  be 
depended  on  ;  the  French  have  ri¬ 
valled  and  underfold  us  in  every  port 
of  Europe  ;  the  kingdom  of  Portu¬ 


gal,  the  laft  and  bed:  market  where 
we  could  trade  to  advantage,  is  juft 
now  giving  us  prefages  of  what  we 
may  loon  expcdt  from  that  quarter  ; 
we  may  complain  oi  thefe  misfor¬ 
tunes,  though  perhaps  it  may  not  be 
in  our  power  to  prevent  them.  But 
the  lofs  of  our  American  trade  may 


be  prevented,  and  by  this  trade  alone, 
if  properly  encouraged,  Great  Britain 
may  continue  the  miftrefs  of  the 
world,  but  if  that  fiiould  accidental- 


ly  be  injured,  or  cut  off,  by  our  pre- 
fent  adminiftration,  Great  Britain 
muff  receive  a  wound  that  can  never 
be  healed. 

In  fine,  Sir,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  prove  that  our  Englifh  fubjeffs  on 
the  continent  of  America  are  very 
little  in  our  debt.  —  That  if  the  debt 
were  much  greater,  we  fhould  reco¬ 
ver  no  part  of  it  by  the  late  Stamp 
Adi,  on  the  contrary,  —  That  we 
fhall  lofe,  inftead  of  gaining  by  that 
tax,  becaufe  the  colonifts  being  uni¬ 
versally  difcontent,  not  without  fome 
appearance  of  realon,  will  no  longer 
confume  our  manufactures,  and  even 
though  they  were  deffrous  of  confum- 
ing  them  as  formerly,  they  cannot 
poflibly  pay  for  them  under  io  heavy 
a  tax,  but  whatever  fums  we  leceive 
in  the  way  of  tax,  we  ill al  1  lofe  at 
leaft  as  much  in  the  way  of  trade, 
and  with  this  immenfe  lofs  of  trade 
we  fhall  fuftain  a  fimilar  lofs  of  oui 

beft  fubjeCts.  Therefore  Repealing 

the 
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the  Stamp  ASi  is  the  moil  probable 
way  of  fecuring  the  ftrength,  increafc 
and  riches  of  Great  Britain  and  Ame¬ 
rica.  Il  I  have  fucceeded  in  this 
Pro°^  a  longer  letter  is  not  requiiite, 
it  otheiwde  it  would  be  improper. 


I  am,  &c. 
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